
 

www.rdmia.org Spring 2024 Newsletter   Page 

 

1 

 

RIO DEL MAR 
Improvement Association 

Spring 2024 Newsletter 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

RDMIA Semi-Annual Spring Meeting: 
Rio Sands Hotel Meeting Room 

Wednesday, April 17th, 2024, at 6:30 PM 
 

 

REMEMBER TO RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP NOW FOR 2024 
The annual Membership Fee is $30 (Use the enclosed form or pay online) 

 

Spring 2024 RDMIA Newsletter Highlights: 
 

• “Thank You, County Public Works” by Patricia Perry, RDMIA Treasurer 
• Rio Del Mar News Archives discovered at the Aptos History Museum! 
• In the News: The Beach Drive Walkway and those new fences. 
• Prevent Storm Damage to Your Homes” by Christine DeLapp, RDMIA Secretary 
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              Spring Newsletter 
 

 

 
The Semi-Annual meeting of the RDMIA will be held on  

 
Wednesday, April 17th 

 
Rio Sands Meeting Room, 6:30 pm.  Doors open at 6:00 pm.    

 
Speakers will include: 

 
Sergeant Zach West, Santa Cruz County Sheriff’s Department  
Zach will be on hand to update members on matters under their watch and take 
questions that address your concerns. 
 
Fire Marshal Mike DeMars, Santa Cruz Central Fire District 
Fire Marshal DeMars will provide updates relating to fire prevention and safety 
measures every household should understand and implement. 
 
Dan Haifley and Mariah Roberts, Santa Cruz Friends of County Parks 
Dan and Mariah will provide updates about Hidden Beach improvements and tell 
attendees about an exciting new project at Jade Street Park. 
 

The meeting is free to attend and open to all RDMIA residents! 
 
Snacks and refreshments will be provided courtesy of Mangiamo Pizza! 
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Thank You, Santa Cruz County Community Development, and Infrastructure 
(formerly County Public Works) 
 
This past winter, specifically on December 28th, was a time to COMPLIMENT our Santa Cruz 
County Roads and Drainage crew managed by Alex Sandoval [Superintendent – Roads, 
Drainage, Fleet Community Development, and Infrastructure – Public Works] 
 
RDMIA Board Member Patricia was happy to thank the crew via email for: “your exemplary 
effort during the high tide on Dec. 28, 2023 for Aptos Beach drive and surrounding area.”  
 

 
I have told everyone who has asked and even those who did not ask that: Santa Cruz Country 
was performing and is still performing above our expectations! I was watching the activities at 
the end of Aptos Beach Drive by the ocean at high tide on Thursday, December 28; and even 
before the water had stopped flowing over the walls Santa Cruz County staff was out cleaning 
up the area which they continued to do on Friday, Dec 29 and it is still ongoing even today. 
Thank you!  I really appreciate you keeping us safe and clearing our roads and drainage - it 
means everything to us here in the flats.  
 
The following days of rain after Dec 28th because of your hard work ‘cleaning everything up’ 
you kept our area draining and free of standing water. 
…  I really do appreciate your help for many reasons but also because we live here full-time, 
and a lot of the units/homes are empty/ 2nd homes-vacation rentals we are without a lot of 
neighbors around to help us out & the property management companies don’t come out to 
help when the need is immediate. We full-time homeowners need you and appreciate you. 
 
- Submitted by RDMIA Secretary Patricia Perry  
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Rio Del Mar Improvement Association Newsletter Archive Discovered! 
 
The Aptos Chamber and History Museum gave us boxes of past newsletters last month. 
  
We LOVE what Ed Vautier wrote in the 1970 issue below: “I can’t think of a better insurance 
than $1.00 per month dues to insure that the Association keeps up the good work; and more 
importantly your membership proves to volunteers and directors that you care enough to 
support their efforts – it indicates your appreciation and encourages them to work harder.” 

 
Thanks to the Aptos History Museum for keeping decades of our newsletters! 
 
Help Wanted! 
We are looking for volunteers willing to help us catalog and scan those historic paper copies 
before they turn to dust.  Please send an email to us at info@rdmia.org if interested!  

mailto:info@rdmia.org
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Rio Del Mar Makes International News Headlines! 

In case you haven’t heard, the walkway along the “Beach Drive Island” is in the news! 

The Times of London: “Life isn’t a beach in California town divided over public walkway” 
The UK Mirror: Luxury neighbourhood residents fined $4.7m after barriers block public beach  
The Guardian: California homeowners raise stakes – and a fence – in beach access battle 
New York Post: Wealthy California HOA erects fence blocking beach access  

 

The Cliffs Notes version of what’s happening goes like this: 
The 27 structures between 202 and 300 Beach Drive are generally built covering 100% of each 
parcel, with a 37-foot county-owned public walkway on the ocean side and a sidewalk and street 
on the inland side.  The most recent home to be built at 202 Beach Drive conformed with the 1972 
Coastal Act and provided public access to the walkway through the carport.  A fence at the other 
end at 300 Beach Drive had a gate that remained closed and locked. 

https://archive.is/6u33I
https://www.mirror.co.uk/news/us-news/luxury-neighbourhood-residents-fined-47m-32270202
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2024/mar/08/california-homeowners-beach-dispute
https://nypost.com/2024/02/29/business/california-hoa-with-fence-blocking-beach-access-faces-4-7m-in-fines/
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In February of 1980, a “whopping high tide sea storm wrecked the 50-year-old timber sea wall” 
along Beach Drive, taking with it the seaward half of the walkway.  

As part of the required permit to rebuild the walkway and install a rock revetment (present 
today), the HOA agreed to continue to allow public access and care for the rock wall and 
vegetation following specific guidelines.  According to the permit “the public shall have the right 
to use a walkway”. 

Over time, the Coastal Commission was working to restore public access and in December of 2018 
walls at each end of the walkway were removed by the County.  During the January 2023 storms, 
emergency barriers were installed at each end but remained through the end of the year and into 
2024.   The Coastal Commission sent a letter of warning to the responsible parties, and ultimately 
levied the largest-ever fines. Owners took the fence removal to the Superior Court which found in 
their favor, but appeals are underway and it gets complicated. 

RDMIA members are encouraged to read the Coastal Commission’s notice here:  
https://documents.coastal.ca.gov/reports/2023/12/Th9.1-Th9.5/Th9.1-Th9.5-11-30-2023-
report.pdf 

Above: Unpermitted chain link fences at each end of the Beach Drive Island Walkway today 

https://documents.coastal.ca.gov/reports/2023/12/Th9.1-Th9.5/Th9.1-Th9.5-11-30-2023-report.pdf
https://documents.coastal.ca.gov/reports/2023/12/Th9.1-Th9.5/Th9.1-Th9.5-11-30-2023-report.pdf
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Local Coverage provides further detail here: 
Lookout: https://lookout.co/on-the-fence-what-homeowners-renters-and-neighbors-are-saying-
about-rio-del-mar-hoas-new-coastal-barrier/ 

Sentinel: https://www.santacruzsentinel.com/2024/03/12/editorial-rio-del-mar-walkway-battle-
to-the-barricades/ 

https://www.santacruzsentinel.com/2024/02/21/rio-del-mar-homeowners-prop-up-fence-amid-
access-battles/ 

 

 
Tree safety: How to prevent damage to your home caused by storms.  

 
The Rio Del Mar neighborhood was again visited by the wrath of Mother Nature.  High 

winds, relentless rain, and high tides caused flooding, the creek spewing more and more debris on 
our beaches, many fallen trees and power outages.  Over the years, as we have been pummeled 
by damaging storms, our neighbors have learned to prepare for challenges from our weather 
working tirelessly to prepare for recent and future storms.  The drainage has improved to 
minimize flooding, people are using a variety of means from generators to their car batteries to 
keep power on during outages. State and county workers work tirelessly to clear the debris to 
enable our community to return to normal.   
 

The many storms, though, have resulted in power outages lasting several days.  In our 
community the worst culprits were trees falling on power lines, wiping out electricity for the Rio 
Del Mar area.  PGE, so inundated with needs, couldn’t even get to our area in a timely manner.  
Twice a tree has fallen at the top of Aptos Beach Drive causing widespread outages and closing 
the road as well. It isn’t just loss of power it is also the danger falling trees can cause.  So it is time 
to take a critical look at the trees in our area.  Just as so many have prepared for the storms in 
several ways we can take preventive action to try to minimize the number of trees that fall.  
Owners should survey and try to determine possible problems.  Many tree specialists in the area 
can help.  A few dollars of prevention can help prevent the misery of power loss and potential 
danger to people and property.  There are many parts of our home we check regularly to ensure 
they continue to function appropriately.  Now is the time to do the same for our trees.    

 

- Submitted by RDMIA Secretary Christine DeLapp 

https://lookout.co/on-the-fence-what-homeowners-renters-and-neighbors-are-saying-about-rio-del-mar-hoas-new-coastal-barrier/
https://lookout.co/on-the-fence-what-homeowners-renters-and-neighbors-are-saying-about-rio-del-mar-hoas-new-coastal-barrier/
https://www.santacruzsentinel.com/2024/03/12/editorial-rio-del-mar-walkway-battle-to-the-barricades/
https://www.santacruzsentinel.com/2024/03/12/editorial-rio-del-mar-walkway-battle-to-the-barricades/
https://www.santacruzsentinel.com/2024/02/21/rio-del-mar-homeowners-prop-up-fence-amid-access-battles/
https://www.santacruzsentinel.com/2024/02/21/rio-del-mar-homeowners-prop-up-fence-amid-access-battles/
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RDMIA Appreciates New Members and Renewals! 
 

Thank You to those who have already paid their 2024 dues J 

Current Board members: 
• President: Dan Rothenbush  
• Vice Pres/ Membership: Jerry Cannella 
• Treasurer: Patricia Perry 
• Secretary: Christina DeLapp   

• Website / Social Media: Barry Scott 
• Communications: Joseph Foster  
• Director: Linda Neuman

 
Renewal time is upon us for members to contribute for 2024!  
Dues enable RDMIA to maintain area landscapes, improve local parks and engage in 
community interests.   
2024 RDMIA highlights in the community. 

• Improved solar lighting.  
• Tree trimming for solar lighting enhancement. 
• Continued landscape care – renovated median landscapes. 
• Ongoing communication and outreach 
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Thank you, Business Sponsors! 
1  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thank you, Aptos Chamber of Commerce & Aptos History Museum! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
             

      http://aptoschamber.com/    https://aptoshistory.org/ 
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RDMIA is extending our gratitude to the many sponsors who grace our 
newsletter with their advertisements.  It is a win-win for all.  The community 
learns of our supportive businesses in the area and the community will, 
hopefully, return the favor by supporting those partners.  In the past, it has 
been customary to ask for a donation from those businesses that advertise in 
the newsletter.  
 
During Covid, we waived sponsor fees as a showing of support as we knew that 
all businesses were impacted.  As we return to a more traditional model with 
costs associated with meetings and the work we do in the community, we are 
reinstating the sponsor fees of $100 per year, which includes ad space on our 
website and in this newsletter. 

We look forward to a continued partnership!   

 

 Rio del Mar 
    Improvement Association 

 PO Box 274 
 Aptos, CA  95001-274 
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